Nasr Allah Munshi’s Kalila and Dimna - Handout
Theodore Beers, 5 April 2023

Basic details

Author: Abi al-Ma‘ali Nasr Allah Munshi, secretary (munshi) at the Ghaznavid court during the reign
of Bahramshah (510-47/1117-52)

Date of authorship: ca. 538-40/1144-46 (as estimated by Minuvi)

Manuscripts: many extant; the earliest, dated 551/1156 (!), is MS 1727 in the Carullah Efendi
collection at the Stileymaniye Library, Istanbul; more easily accessible is Persian MS 68, dated
616/1219, at the John Rylands Library, University of Manchester

Edition: Mujtaba Minuvi (Tehran, 1964)

Commentaries: see Bihriz Imani, ed., Sharh-i akhbar va abyat va amsal-i ‘arabi-i Kalila va Dimna
(Tehran, 2011)

Translations: English, Wheeler M. Thackston (Indianapolis, 2019); German, Seyfeddin Najmabadi
and Siegfried Weber (Munich, 1996); forthcoming unabridged English translation of Nasr Allah’s
preface, by Theodore Beers (preprint available upon request)

Arabic poets quoted include: Labid ibn Rabi‘a (d. ca. 41/661), al-Buhturi (d. 284/897), al-Mutanabbi
(d. 354/965)

Persian poets quoted include: Farrukhi Sistani (d. ca. 429/1037-8), Mas‘td-i Sa‘d (d. 515/1121-2),
San2’i (d. probably 525/1131)

Later Persian works influenced by Nasr Allah’s style (per Minuvi) include: Nizami ‘Artzi, Chahar
magqala (ca. 552/1157); Muhammad ibn ‘Ali Ravandi, Rahat al-sudiir (ca. 601/1204-5); Nasir al-Din Tasi
(d. 672/1274), Akhlag-i Nasirt; ‘Ata-Malik Juvayni (d. 681/1283), Tarikh-i Jahan-gusha

Other (New) Persian versions of Kalila and Dimna:

- Prose, from the Arabic, by Abi al-Fazl Bal‘ami (d. 329/940); not extant

- Verse, by Rudaki (d. ca. 329/940-41); snippets extant; Francois de Blois has lately identified more
lines that may be from this work

- Prose, from the Arabic, by Muhammad al-Bukhari (late 1140s CE); ed. Parviz Natil Khanlari and
Muhammad Rawshan (Tehran, 1982)

- Verse, from Nasr Allah’s prose, by Qani‘i Tasi (ca. 658/1260); ed. Magali Todua (Tehran, 1979)

- Prose, from a mixture of sources, by Husayn Va‘iz Kashifi (d. 910/1504-5); ed. Muhammad
Rawshan (Tehran, 2009); English translation, Arthur N. Wollaston (London, 1877); see also
Christine van Ruymbeke, Kashefi’s “Anvar-e Sohayli”: Rewriting “Kalila and Dimna” in Timurid Herat
(Leiden, 2016)

- Prose, based on Kashifi, by Aba al-Fazl ‘Allami (d. 1011/1602); titled ‘Iyar-i danish



